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PENNSYLVANTIA STATION
Address: 370 Seventh Avenues; from West 31st to West 33rd Streets

Letween Seventh and Eighth Avenueg; New York, New York
County, New York.

Present Use: Demolished. Msdison Sqguare Garden and a new station
for the Pemnsylvania Railrcad wers bullt on the site.

Statement of The construction of Penngylvania Station was one part

Significance: of a large building program undertaken in 1203 by the
Pennsylvania Rallroad Company. Included in this pro-
gram wag the construction of tunnels under the Nerth
River, which enabled Pennsylvania Railrcad trains to
enter Manhatlban directly from New Jersey for the first
time.

Because the trains entered on trucks below ground level,
the architects did not follow any of the more common
architectural forms for a railwsy statlcon and designed
instead a rather lcw, colonnaded facade. Acceordingly,
The American Architect and Building News on May 26, 1906,
commented:

In asppearance 1t is a wide departure from the
conventional railway station. One misses the
turrets and towers and more than 2ll the lofty
arched train-shed, but as the principal function
of this train shed is performed underneath the
streets, the outward snd visible signs of the
ordinary railway station are naturally =absent.

The rich sequence of spaces in the terminal culminated
in the great concourse with itg glass and steel roof.
The design of the main waiting room was based on the
Roman Baths of Caracalia. Frcom & planning standpoint,
the station was important for its separation of various
forms of transportation on different levels and for the
convenience of its many entrances and exits to the city.

Pennsylvania Station was bullt during the Golden Age of
railrcading, when its owners intended the terminal not
only to serve the specific needs of the railroad but
also to embellish the city as a monumental gateway. In
September, 191C, The New York Architect predicted, un-
fortunately not accurately, that the architects and
engineerg had produced:
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a work ol which they may be justly proud, for

not only will it be a lusting momurent Lo thelir
geniug, perserverence and energy, but it will
serve &s an inspiration to the city of New York
for the erection of other equally worthy public
builldings and will be for all tire Lo come a
tanpgible objlect lesson for members oi the archi-
tectural and engineering profession who way have
the pood fortuns to be called upon to execute work
of similar kind. '

HEISTORICAL TNFORMATION

A.

Physical History

Original and subsequent owners: Pennsylvania Station was
sitwated on Lot 1 of Block 781. Before ithe construction

of the building, the property had been desigmated Lots 1
throvgh T3 in Block 781 and Lots 1 through 81 in Block
782, The property was purchased for the terminal {rom
the Stuyvesant Real Estate Company on Decewber 19, 1901,
and from the Netherlands Corporation of New York on Jan-

wary 28, 1903.

Date of erection:

1803 Construction of tunnels begun
May 1, 1904 Construction of terminal begun
September 12, 1906 Torth tube of tunnel opened
October 9, 1906 South tube of tunnel opened

Septeiber &, 1910 Trains operated frowm terminal on

regular schedule

Architects: MeKim, Mead & White; Charles Follen McKim

(184

7-1909), William Rutherford Mead (i8WG-1028), and

Stanford White (1853-1906).

Buil

the

der, sguppliers: The following {'irms werc involved in
construction of the buiiding:

George A. Fuller Co., general contractor

Westinghouse, Church Kerr & Company and Anerican
Bridge Co. ol Now York, structural steel

Eydrex Felt & Enginecering Co., foundation watcrproofing

Noreross Brothers Co., granite

Batterson & Eisele, travertine sitone and marble work

Deneville Hydraulic Coupositc Stone Company, composite
sbone, artificial Roman travertine stone

Mississippl ¥Wire Glass Co., wire glass

Mational Ventilating Company, skylights

Guastavinoe Systewn, concourse celling
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Barrett-Mi'p. Co., gpecification rooling

Arthur Greenfield, metal lathing

Hecla Iron Works and Tubttle & Bailey Mi'z. Co., ornamen-
tal iron and bronze work

H.W. Miller, Inc., crnamental plaster

P. & F. Corbin, hardware :

Cutler Mail Chute Company, mail chutes

Otis Hlevator Co., elevators

Lincoln Mfg. Company, Betula walnut for office doors
and trim :

Manhattan Fireproof Door Co., Kalamein work

Belf Winding Clock Co., clock systen

Fornishings: John Wanamaker

Original plans: The engincering department of the Penn-
Central Raillroad in New York hasg structural drawvings of the
station. These are reproduced in American Society of Civil
Engineers, Transactions, IXIX {October, 1910}, 226-383,

S

6. TImportant old views:

a. Tour volumes of progress photographs taken by L.H,
Dreyer and others during construction of the terminal,
1907-10. Avery Idbrary, Columbis University.

b. Lithograph of a birds-eye view of Seventh Avenue and
32nd Street, looking towerd Long Island, about 1906.
Belia C. landsuer Collecbion, negative 30100A, Map and
Print Room, New-York Historical Society.

c. Lithograph from a birds-eye view draving by Hughson
Eavley taken from plan by McKim, Mead & White. Negative
3448UC, Map and Print Room, New-York Historical Soclety.

E}.x

Pencil and chalk drawving of excavation work lor terminal
by Emon Howe Bailey, 1906. Print Room, New York Public
Library.

e. Photograph ol a wodel of the statlon, showing the Seventh
Avenue facade. Fhoto archive, Museun of the City of New
York.

~h

Interior photographs of concourse and waiting room, and
an aerinl view of the station. Proto archive, Museun of
the City of New Yorlk,
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